
Hormel tried this name first but it did not sell well
so in 1937 they held a contest to find a new

name and paid $100 to the winner. SPAM sup-
posedly was NOT chosen because it was a
shortened form of “SPiced hAM”, it was for

“Shoulder of Pork And haM”, the ingredients.

Hormel produced this version for the war effort
which was distributed wherever our soldiers
were and enjoyed by the local people there.
This made it an extremely popular product in
Asian countries where it is even considered a

desirable gift item!

Spam, Spam, Wonderful Spam!
The Spam website doesn’t have much info but there are other websites made by collectors and

several different lengthy Wikipedia web pages about various Spam subtopics.



One of MANY different Spam gift sets sold in Asian countries. I guess they fry it in oil. Considered to
be a nice gift for a guest to present to their host. I like the “For Your Smile” tag line.

Japanese Classic (don’t know what 20% is)

Hawaiian version front/back. VERY popular sushi (Onigiri) recipe called “Spam Musubi”

Japanese Low Sodium 70th Anniversary



Post-wartime Guam versions

Possibly Japanese Low Sodium versionPhony Korean knock-off version

Genuine Korean versions



More 70th anniversary versions. USA on top and an unknown
foreign version to the left.

The other two basic American current versions.

Early modern USA Classic version and the current Classic with 2000 recipe winner for cupcakes!
(Basically Spam and oatmeal for the cake and mashed potato frosting)



Specialty current or limited-time versions from
the USA and other western countries.

Some are in stores right now

Yuck! The “healthy” Spam Mardi would
probably want me to eat!



More specialty current or limited-time versions from USA and other western countries.

wooohooo! Bacon is so good they had to make multiple versions!

United Kingdom Rugby label. United Kingdom World Cup soccer label.



In 1970 the comedy team Monty Python did a
routine about a restaurant that served Spam on
EVERYTHING, even lobster dishes. This was

funny in Britain because during WWII most meat
items were restricted for the war effort, but Spam
was readily available so people became sick of it.
They had Vikings singing “Spam, Spam, Wonder-
ful Spam” while the waitress described the menu.

The customer keeps asking for items without
Spam, which disgusts everyone. She finally says
the famous shocking line, “But I don’t like Spam!”.
In 2004 one of the Monty Python members pro-
duced a musical play called Spamalot, which in-

spired Hormel to release the version above (front/
back labels) and a European version to the left.

Various spreadable Spam versions from different eras and countries.



Various Spam Musubi (Onigiri Sushi) types,
mostly from Japan, maybe Hawaii

Spam Kabobs and a different cupcake





Critics say these macadamia
nuts from Hawaii really do

taste like Spam and can be
ordered online.

Served in Britain with “chips” and “mushy peas”

I thought these hot dogs from Hawaii might be better than regular
hot dogs because Spam is actually shoulder and ham muscle meat

only, but this label includes “mechanically separated chicken”.

Single serving foil pouches,
always have a Spam fix handy

For emergencies!



I hope it isn’t really made of Spam! Yep, people really do collect Spam!

It travels around the country giving out free samples, like little
Johnny Porktastic-Spam

What could be more patriotic
than Spam?


